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Commander’s Report
Amended Emergency Order
2020-09 from DBPR has reevaluated
and rescinded our election to enforce
closure of private social clubs, lodges,
fraternal groups, benevolent
associations, American Legion and
VFWs pursuant Amended Emergency Order202009. As stipulated in my 7/8/2020 email to be
clear. The order does not prohibit these
establishments from operating at or below 50%
seating capacity if they hold a food service license
or permit from another regulatory authority (e. g.
DOH, FDACS or the county). They are however,
encouraged to follow other state and local guidance
on sanitation and social distancing to prevent the
risk of exposure and spread of illness during this
pandemic.
Respectfully Michael B Johnston Deputy
Secretary of Business Regulation Florida DBPR
So, The American Legion Post 283 is open,
normal business hours at 50% seating capacity.
We will have Trivia and BINGO with Dinner,
Karaoke and Breakfast on Sunday. If you or your
family can come out and support these events to
bring in some income to help pay the bills that
would be greatly appreciated. Or, if you can,
donate to the Post to help with the bills. I know we
have been shut down, but the bills do not stop,
which are Electric and Water, Gas, Lawn care,
scheduled maintenance on the Lift Station, Range
hood, Fire extinguishers and Grease trap and all
the other Equipment that breaks down if not
attended to. If you can help with a Donation to the
Post, which is tax deductible, it would be greatly
appreciated. Please make checks payable to the
American Legion Post 283 in the memo enter Post
support.
I am at the post every day from Noon until 5
pm if you would like to stop by and pay your dues
or have other questions. Everyone stay safe, I hope
to see you at the Post.
For God & Country
All lives matter
Jim Welch- Post 283 Commander
(904) 710 3568
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1st Vice Report
Welcome to September! I’d like to start off, for
everyone that has not seen yet, by congratulating our
Legionnaire of the Year for 5th District and the
Department of Florida from our very own Post 283
Bruce “the Baker” Firster!! Well Deserved!
As Patriot Day approaches, I encourage everyone
to take time to recognize, reflect on the past 19 years
and think of ways to make our community a better
place by spreading kindness and helpfulness.
We have the 2021 membership cards ready and
available for renewal. Let’s get a jump on membership
and get your early bird stamp! If you would like to
renew early and have your 2021 early bird
membership card you can renew with Nancy Senter
or myself. If you have any questions you can contact
Nancy or myself via email at
membership@floridalegion283.org You can also go
online to renew by visiting www.legion.org/renew,
just make sure you click on Post 283. As a reminder,
the Department of Florida no longer processes credit
card payments for Post memberships. If you wish to
renew your membership utilizing a credit/debit card
you must utilize legion.org/renew. Post 283 will
continue to accept personal checks and cash as
acceptable renewal payments. As a reminder to our
members who are 70 years of age or older with 5
consecutive years of membership; the discount
you receive for your membership dues are at the
Post level. If you wish to pay by credit/debit and
renew online at legion.org/renew you will be
charged $40 not $29.
As of 13 August we stand at 279 renewals and
15 new members, putting us at 35% membership.
Our next goal is 50% by 10 September. Everyone has
done an amazing job getting their renewals in and
getting the word out that this is a fantastic Post. Keep
it up!!
Membership in the American Legion as a
Legionnaire is reserved exclusively for those that have
served honorably. The dates listed below are
mandated by the United States Congress in the
charter they have granted the American Legion. You
must have been an active member in one of the five
branches of service (or the Merchant Marine for the
period specified) and have an HONORABLE Discharge
to be eligible to become a member.

The dates are as follows:
April 6th 1917 - November 11th, 1918
December 7th, 1941 - PRESENT
o "Until a time later determined by
the Federal Government "
I would like to thank everyone for their hard
work and dedication for making this post the greatest
post in the State of Florida!
I would like to welcome our newest member(s) to
American Legion Post 283. Welcome to the greatest
post in Florida.
New member(s) for August are:
RICHARD STEELER - NAVY
American Legion Post 283
Attn: Adjutant
9459 Fort Caroline Road
Jacksonville, FL 32225
For God and Country,
Rob Dovel
1St Vice
robert.dovel@gmail.com
757-613-9803

2nd Vice Report
It’s been a little crazy, but things are starting to
get close to normal. Friday Night Dinners return
September 4th with the Legion serving Cheesesteaks
and Fries from 6:00-7:30. Dine in or take out. Check
the calendar for all the menus. Live Bingo is every
Thursday at 6:30pm.
The ALA will serve a meal starting at 5:30. Trivia
has returned on Tuesday nights at 7pm. Teams may
consist of no more than 4 players as tables may not
be moved together. Meals will be served from 6:007:30. Check the calendar for the menus. Karaoke
starts at 7pm every Saturday. Come on out and join
the fun. The more you drink, the better we sound. All
meals and events are subject to change as we receive
directives from American Legion Department of
Florida.
I'll see you at the Post!
Richie Sours
2nd Vice Commander
Jim J. Gilleo Post 283
2ndvice@floridalegion283.org

3rd Vice Report
Have been busy taking over for J.P. We did good on
the blood drive on July 19. The next blood drive is
September 20, 8 am to 12 noon. I hope to have those
who come out to get a free breakfast. Of course this
depend on what is happening here at the legion.
The next flag retirement ceremony will be
September11th.
I have been talking to a gun instructor. Am waiting
on the commander if the program will be allowed.
Daniel Brown, 3rd Vice

SAL Report
Membership is well under way.
Please renew your membership as
soon as possible as we have goals
from Detachment we need to meet.
Our SAL meetings will now start the
first Wednesday of each month at
6:30 PM in lieu of 7 PM starting
September. In the month of September we will be
back in our normal meals as we have done before the
COVID issues. Please check the calendar for meal
events. When you come and support the SAL you
support the Post. During this time of shutdown the
SAL has given monies out of our accounts to support
the operating cost to keep the Post in task. I think the
other family groups may want to consider doing the
same. After all this is your Post and the Post is here
for you. Yes, we have our programs but if you don’t
have a Post you have no programs. Our first
obligation is to support the Post. Just think about it,
we are family. I want to congratulate Baker Bruce, a
duel SAL member but legion member first accepting
the Department of Florida award State Legionnaire of
the year member. Great job Bruce.
For God & Country
Tom Harris, Commander

Auxiliary President’s Report
On behalf of myself and the entire
Membership, we would like to wish
our September Birthdays a wonderful
“Happy Birthday”.
Greetings! I know everyone is
excited that the Post is reopened now.
The Commander and I have spoken about the
possibility of having a Farm Share Food Give-away for
the Veterans and Community. We would like this to
be a Legion, Auxiliary, SAL and Riders Family Event
for a few volunteer hours. So, stay tune for more
information on this.
With school back in session the Auxiliary has
put together 80 school back pack together with the
help of Susan Rodehaver, Vicki Compton and Patti
Hill. 60 of those backpack went to the USO at
Mayport and 20 to neighborhood children. We also
included face masks in each bag. They were provided
by Michelle Mohilchock, Ella Rae Jansen, Bettiemae
Kitchens and Jane Lafferty.
The breakfasts are going to be cooked between
S.A.L. and Auxiliary every Sunday, so come out and
join us. You don’t have to cook or clean up.
Jim will be setting up for Trivia. So you will have
dinner to fuel your brain for the questions that he is
going to be asking. S.A.L. will have a great meal on
Tuesday. Dan and the guys will be setting up for

Bingo while the Auxiliary get your dinner ready before
you play.
Our next venture is getting ready for October.
We are going to have a Halloween Party for the
children. As it gets closer to the end of September if
anyone would like to donate candy for the party feel
free to drop it at the post. If anyone would like to help
with the party or make something, there will be a
signup sheet on the bulletin board.
Remember, we are now collecting 2021
Membership Dues Renewal. Senor Members is
$30.00 and Juniors Members is $7.00. Please feel
free to stop by the Post and drop your Renewals off to
our Membership Chairman Wendy LeBarron if there,
or place it in the Auxiliary box by the door exiting out
to the Deck. Or you may mail your check or money
order made payable to ALA UNIT 283 to P. O. Box
8533, Jacksonville, Florida 32239, or online at
alaforveterans.org.
Our next Unit Meeting will be Wednesday,
September 11th, Executive Committee at 6:00pm,
General Membership at 7:00pm.
For God and Country
Nancy Paterson
Unit President

Legion Rider Director’s Report
Hello Post Family,
Despite post closers and the HEAT,
the riders have ridden for Wreaths
Across America, made Honor escorts
and even have taken a few fun rides.
We attended the 5th district meeting on
the 9th of August.
and learn of upcoming events to attend such as
the ride for K9 Line, the Sulzbacher Center And
another Wreaths Across America ride in September. It
is that time of year we start renewing our Post and
Rider memberships. I would urge everyone to get it
done before the Holiday strain.
The heat can be stressful on your tires, batteries
and especially our bodies. Stay Hydrated, take extra
breaks on long rides and don't forget to have fun.
Our next meeting is September 5th at 0900.
Yes! That's Labor Day weekend. I hope everyone has a
good weekend and can take time to attend the
meeting.
Stay Safe and Ride easy!
Rodney Fullwood Jr,
Chapter Director ARL283
904-327-6928
YOUR MILES AND HOURS COUNT:
Write them down. Turn them in.
RIDE WITH PRIDE
alr283director@gmail.com
www.alrspost283.com
Facebook @ American Legion Riders Chapter 283,
Arlington FL

Post Service Officer Report
A lot has come up for the month of September.
For those who live in Duval County, are at least 72
years old or receive SSDI benefits, you may be eligible
for phase two of the Senior and Disabled Financial
Assistance Program on Saturday, Aug. 29 th at 8 am.
The city may make payments of $300 to 3,000 for
qualifying seniors. Those interested in participating in
the program are strongly encouraged to create a
MyJax account at myjax.custhelp.com (follow the link
for the “Senior and Disabled Financial Assistance
Program”) before applying; the same website and
account will be used for the online application
process. While citizens may create a MyJax account
immediately, the application process will not begin
until Saturday, Aug. 29, at 8 a.m. Citizens may also
call 904-255-8888 for assistance with their
application over the phone starting Saturday, Aug.
29, at 8 a.m.
I receive a few calls during the month from a
concerned person about a Veteran who needs
assistance. I ask that the Veteran call me directly and
then….. nothing. If you do let me know about a
Veteran in need please follow up with them and ask if
they got help. Some of these people are falling on the
wayside.
We have a Veteran family in need. Along with
their Autistic son they have spent of the last year
living in Ronald McDonald house. But they are now
getting their own apartment. I am in the process of
assisting the family in getting much needed furniture
and house goods along with the Auxiliary assistance.
But we are planning on moving them into the
apartment on Sept. 4th. At that time, I will need
assistance unloading the furniture and goods into
their apartment. I don’t have the address yet but if
you are available on that date at approximately 10:30
am to assist in unloading I would appreciate you
contacting me.
Hopefully, the state is done with closing and
opening the post. That being said if you have
concerns, need assistance please contact me and we
can meet at the post to resolve any issues you may
have.
For God and Country
JP Paterson, Post Service Officer
Jpaterson44@msn.com
(904) 710-3656
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Sunday

Monday
MARK YOUR
CALENDARS FOR
THESE UPCOMING
EVENTS

6
SAL BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

13

7
LABOR DAY

14

ALA BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

LEGION
MEETINGS
EXEC 6:00 PM
GENERAL
6:30PM

21

20

28

ALA BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

Wednesday
2

SAL PIZZA
5:30 – 7:30

SAL MEETING
6:30 PM

8

Thursday
3 ALA CHICKEN
SALAD
SANDWICHES &
FRUIT 5:30 – 7:00

BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

TRIVIA 7-9 PM

9

10

SAL BACON
CHEESEBURGERS
6:00 – 7:30 PM

ALA BURRITOS &
MUCH MORE
5:30 – 7:00

TRIVIA 7-9 PM

BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

15
SAL CHICKEN
CORDON BLEU
SANDWICHES
6:00 – 7:30 PM
TRIVIA 7-9 PM

22

16
ALA MEETINGS
EXEC – 6:00 PM
GENERAL – 7PM

29

17
ALA BBQ CHICKEN
WINGS POTATO
SALAD
5:30 – 7:00

BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

23

ALA CHICKEN
SALAD
CROISSANTS
6:00 – 7:30 PM
TRIVIA 7-9 PM

SAL BREAKFAST
8:30 – 11:00

27

Tuesday
1

24 ALA SPAGHETTI
& MEATBALLS &
MORE

5:30 – 7:00
BINGO BEGINS
AT 6:30PM

Friday
4

Saturday
5

LEGION
CHEESESTEAKS
& FRIES
6 – 7:30

11

ALA JUNIORS
MEETING
11AM – 1PM
KARAOKE 7PM
BRISTOL

12

SAL FISH
SANDWICHES &
FRIES
6 – 7:30

KARAOKE 7 PM
JIM & DEBBIE

18

19

SAL HAM,
SCALLOPED
POT., PINEAPPLE
& MORE
6 – 7:30

SEABEES MTG.
11 - 1

25

26

KARAOKE 7PM
BRISTOL

ALR MEAL
6 – 7:30
KARAOKE 7 PM
JIM & DEBBIE

30

ALA MEATBALL
SUBS & MORE
6:00 – 7:30 PM
TRIVIA 7-9 PM

LOOK FOR US ON-LINE AT WWW.FLORIDALEGION283.ORG AND WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LEGION283

